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Henry Miller (1891-1980) first started writing while working for Western Union telegraph service in New York City.  However, his work was not published until he moved to Paris in 1931, where he joined the last vestiges of a vibrant coterie of expatriate artists and writers.  Miller’s writing, a combination of Modernist, surreal narrative experimentation and a proto-Beat fascination with mysticism and sexual freedom, pioneered a distinct, avant-garde style—a blend of autobiography, fiction, and social criticism that blurred the line between imagination and reality.  The sexual exploits in his novels were a reflection of his personal life, which was filled with numerous marriages, extra-marital affairs, and public exhibitionism.  Miller’s frank and graphic depictions of sex were declared pornographic, resulting in a ban on the importation of his work in most English-speaking countries.  It wasn’t until the early 1960s, the incipience of the sexual revolution, that his books could be legally sold and read in the United States.           

This exhibit explores the debate surrounding Miller’s sexual politics by juxtaposing feminist attacks and legal challenges to his writing with evidence of his personal relationships with female lovers, friends, and wives.  Illuminating how Miller’s complex and private obsessions with women have both informed and deviated from his literary depictions, this exhibit demonstrates that Miller’s life and work is irreducible to misogyny and vulgar carnality.  On display are books, letters, paintings, and photographs covering Miller’s entire oeuvre.  Highlights include prints of watercolors painted by Miller, rare first editions of his novels, and original, unpublished letters written by both Miller and diarist Anaïs Nin.  

The exhibition may be viewed in the Ball Room of the Lilly Library beginning March 6. Regular hours are 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday, and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday. The Lilly Library, 1200 East Seventh Street, is free and open to the public.

For further information, please contact: Kathleen Burlingame, Curator, Telephone: 812-320-3404, Email: kburling@indiana.edu 
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